Studies on steroid binding proteins in normal tissues and tumor cell lines.
Steroid binding proteins bind steroid hormones with high affinity and their function is to carry those hormones in the extracellular compartment. Since their discovery more than fifty years ago, many reports concerning their physicochemical structures and functions have contributed to the better understanding of those proteins. Recent advances in recombinant DNA technology have led to the availability of molecular probes for these proteins, and new approaches have been used to analyse their gene structures as well as the regulation of their synthesis. In the present report, we will review the new findings of the last five years which include the cloning and sequencing of the cDNAs and genes for corticosteroid binding globulin, testosterone estradiol binding globulin and androgen binding protein, as well as the tissue distribution and regulation of their mRNAs in normal tissues and cancer cell lines.